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We put seven of the best camp mats 
through their paces with four RVs and 

their associated families, including three 
kids and a couple of dogs. The results 

may surprise you!
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OZTRAIL ULTRAMESH

SHADECLOTH

Above: Even Tess the Newfoundland got 
in on the act. Above right: The Oztrail 
Annex Matting was foot-friendly on hard 
surfaces and voted the Best Caravan 
Park Mat. SECOND OPINION

I quite liked the forest green colour. Some of the 
other lighter green products on test reminded 
me of cheap shadecloth, based on colour alone, 
but not so the Ultramesh. Like its shadecloth 

seems to compromise its performance as a mat. 
But if money is tight, the Ultramesh still does a 
reasonable job. 

– Anita Pavey

HAIGH AIR WEAVE

SECOND OPINION
We didn’t rate this mat well on appearance. The 
colours and design just didn’t appeal. While 

of water and dirt, it seemed to snag plenty of 
prickles, leaves and twigs, causing discomfort 

was evident in our broomability tests. Overall, 
not our favourite camp mat tested.

– Simone and Glen Jacob

CAMEC OUTDOOR FLOOR MATTING 

Above left: Camec Outdoor Floor 
Matting. Above: The Oztrail Ultramesh 
scored well for broomability and was 
voted the best budget mat on test.

Best

Mat
CARAVAN  

PARK

Best

MatBUDGET
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Specifications

Products Country of 
manufacture Size (m) Construction Folded size UV 

stabilised
Rot 

proof Eyelets Warranty Bag RRP

Shade cloth China 5x1.83 Synthetic mesh Small Y Y 0 UV warranty 
only None $40

Oztrail Ultramesh China 4.8x2.4 Synthetic mesh Small Y Y 16 1 yr Mesh $49.90

Camec Annex floor China 5x2.5 Heavy duty 
polyethylene Medium Y Y 14 1 yr Zipped $119

Haigh Air Weave China 5x2.5 Heavy duty 
polyethylene Medium Y Y 8 5 yrs Zipped $119

Oztrail Annex mat China 5x2.5 PVC Large/heavy Y Y 0 1 yr Zipped $149.90

CGear Multimat China (mesh 
South Korea) 4.3x2.4 Synthetic mesh, 

dual layer Medium Y Y 28 1 yr Mesh $209

GoMatsPlus China 4.85x2.45 Synthetic mesh Medium Y Y 24 1 yr Zipped, 
plastic $233

Enduromat Mate Australia 5x2.45 PVC mesh Small Y Y 10 1 yr Mesh $265

SECOND OPINION
We currently use the Oztrail Annex Matting for 
our Ultimate camper, so we have some existing 
experience as to its effectiveness. Despite 
missing the pegging eyelets, the material 
is heavy enough to hold itself in place. It is 
comfortable to stand on in bare feet, although it 
can get a little sticky in the sun.

It is very effective in keeping out dirt. Water 

a good job of keeping it there. Our only criticism 
is it is a little bulkier and heavier than the other 
mats. But at a shade under $150, we consider it 
very good value for money.

– Adam and Kirsten Craze

CGEAR MULTIMAT

SECOND OPINION
The construction of the matting allows the 
material to move, stretch and gather, although 
we only utilised six of the eyelets to peg down 
the mat. 

The matting is a bit rough underfoot and it felt 
as though it could get quite hot in the summer 
sun. The open weave would not be ideal for 
muddy surfaces or bush camping areas with lots 
of trees, as bark and twigs tend to get caught in 
the weave. In these conditions, we anticipate a 
reduced life.

– Cyndi and Dave Downie

OZTRAIL ANNEX MATTING

 
 

Above: The dual layer CGear Multimat was considered to be 
the most attractive mat of the group. Right: The CGear, voted 
joint winner, cops the water test.

Ioint

WINNER

CRITERIA 
Ratings (1 is poor, 5 is excellent)

Shadecloth
Oztrail 

Ultramesh
Haigh Air 

Weave
Camec 

Annex Floor
Oztrail Annex 

Matting
GoMats Plus

CGear 
Multimat

Enduromat 
Mate

Appearance 1 4 3 3 4 4 5 5

Other features: Velcro, fire retardent n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1 n/a 1

Ease of use 2 4 3 3 5 4 5 5

Suitability for intended purpose 1 3 3 3 4 5 5 4

Bag n/a 5 4 4 4 4 5 5

Pegability n/a 4 2 3 2 5 4 4

Barefoot comfort 5 5 3 3 4 5 5 5

Keeping dirt out of van 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

Dispersion of dirt/sand 2 2 5 5 5 3 4 4

Dispersion of water 2 2 5 5 5 3 3 4

Dirt up weave 5 5 2 2 3 5 5 4

Broomability 3 5 2 2 4 5 5 5

Grip when wet 2 2 5 5 4 3 4 3

Grip when dry 3 3 5 5 5 5 4 5

TOTAL 30 48 46 47 53 56 58 58

Left: Mike conducts product analysis.

Scorecard
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rottweiler liked lying on it. Water was slow 
to soak through and we noticed it tended 
to run along to a low point before draining. 
Interestingly, the mat was grippy when dry, but 
slippery along its length only when wet. This 
was not the case along its width.

Given its features, it is reasonable value.
– Adam and Kirsten Craze

ENDUROMAT MATE 

CW regular Tony Allsop offers his opinion 
on the CGear Multimat, which he gave a 
thorough working out in north Queensland.

 CGear’s website says this matting 
was designed to stop dirt and dust 
from being blown up when helicopters 
are landing. The company also says 
that sand and dirt will fall through from 
the top of the mat, but will not come 
back up, even when you walk on it.

The CGear annexe mat is 
constructed from multi-layered knitted 
material and has UV stabilisers. It 
will not rot or mould and liquid spills 
go straight through. The edges are 
reinforced and stainless steel eyelets 
are used. This mat will not tear or 
fray due to rip-stop technology and 
it comes in a draw string bag. It is 
reversible, too.

Our test
The mat is very strongly constructed, 
and it arrived in a handy bag. We have 
always used a simple shade cloth mat 
that Denyse made years ago, so it 
was very interesting to compare the 
performance.

We took our van south of Mackay 
to Cape Palmerston Holiday Park in 
Ilbilbie, Qld, where we placed the mat 
on a red sandy spot and put our table 
and chairs on it. We were surprised 
to find no sand came up through the 
mat, even when we walked on it.  
This was certainly a lot different from 

our old groundsheet.
We were impressed by the stainless 

steel eyelets, which would be ideal  
to use tent pegs to hold it down in 
strong winds.

A second test was carried out on 
the beach. We chose a very soft sandy 
beach and, once again, walked over 
the mat with no sign of sand coming 
through. Denyse then poured several 
handfuls of sand onto the mat and 
it went straight through – amazing! 
While it is counterintuitive that that you 
can reverse the mat and the sand still 
moves downward, it actually does.

We have never seen a product such 
as this before, and I think it will be 
very popular with any RVers who use 
a mat to cover the ground, particularly 
under an awning. 

CGear has an informative website 
(www.cgear.com.au) and my dealings 
with them both by phone and email 
have been excellent. We feel this 
product is good value for money and 
should last a very long time.

CGear also supplies side drops and 
end drops for your roll-out awning. 
These are single layered, but I am told 
while letting the breeze through, the 
weave is waterproof, but we have not 
tested these yet.

–Tony Allsop

Another view

Road
TESTED

Highly
RECOMMENDED

SECOND OPINION
We’ve been looking to buy a camping mat and 
the CGear Multimat is shaping up to be a strong 
contender. We liked the dual tone mesh. 

that not all dirt was as compliant. But at least it 

back though the weave.
We are surprised that this mat is already 12 

months old and is still in excellent condition. At a 
cost of $209, it is up there with the most expensive 

features. We consider it good value.
– Simone and Glen Jacob

GOMATSPLUS

SECOND OPINION
The GoMatsPlus presents well as a quality 
mat with a full feature set – thick protective 
weave to keep dirt out, big eyelets for pegging 
and velcro to extend the footprint. We found 
it comfortable underfoot and even Rumah our 

 

Ioint

WINNER

Above: Our foot model tests the 
Enduromat Mate. Right: Testers gather 
around the Enduromat Mate, the other 
joint winner.

Below: GoMatsPlus has high-tech 
velcro, allowing several mats to be 
joined together.

Red sand poured onto the CGear 
matting went straight through and 
didn’t come back up.
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SECOND OPINION
We currently use the Enduromat Mate for our 
camper trailer, so we have some experience with 
its strengths and weaknesses. 

Essentially it does most things well.  
It looks good and adds some ambience to 

underfoot and is easy to keep clean. The 
 

down and water disperses readily. 

It’s not as bad as the more open weave units, but 
it has been noticeable. 

– Cyndi and Dave Downie 
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Travel Lite Slide on Campers Have arrived

Agents for

ARV: Princes Hwy Eden
www.aussierv.com.au

Ph: 6496 4411

Travel Lite Slide on Campers Have arrived

Above: Mike carries out the initial back-
yard water dispersion testing. Below: 
Adam and Kirsten will provide ongoing 
feedback on the Oztrail Annex Matting 
and Camec Annex Floor Matting.
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